
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 1:  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 – ALL SAINTS 
 

Gospel of Matthew: 5: 1-12a 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.  

He began to teach them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the land. 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, 

for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, 

for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 

and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward will be great in heaven.” 
 

Reading 1: RV 7:2-4, 9-14    Reading 2: 1 JN 3:1-3 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
In this season of thanksgiving, here at St. Mary Magdalen, we deem November the month of gratitude 
and giving, a time when we express our appreciation to God for all our blessings. And what is our 
response? We recommit ourselves to walk a stewardship way of life.   We strive to do that by living 
out our call to share God’s love and His gifts to us in ways that work for the common good.   
 
Our message for the season: BETTER TOGETHER, exploring the great things God does through all of 
us – together, as the body of Christ. Our November message series begins on All Saints Day, when 
Pope Francis says we cannot forget a lesson of the saints: that holiness is not achieved alone!  

 



 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

 

Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14: The Book of Revelation was written to give hope to the early Christians who 
were experiencing persecution. Today’s reading contains excerpts from two visions portraying in vivid 
imagery the salvation of the just, visions that take us from earth to heaven. 
 
1 John 3:1-3: John probes the mystery of God’s love revealed in and through Jesus Christ: “Beloved, 
see what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called children of God.” It is amazing to 
realize that we are God’s children: “Yet so we are.” Our challenge is to become who we are through 
Baptism (…disciples, stewards, saints). 
 
Matthew: 5: 1-12a The Gospel introduces us to the Beatitudes, offering the essential qualities for all 
seeking to live holy lives on the pathway to heaven – as saints in the making.  Peace, goodness, joy, 
love, gentleness, compassion, mercy and integrity. Seeing the Beatitudes that way, though, would be 
limiting. Jesus is not only teaching, he is making a declaration, a promise, another gift. 
 

LIVING THE GOSPEL – Blessings Shared 
  
The Beatitudes unpack the range of human experience, like the life stories of many saints - from 
mourning and meek to hunger for righteousness, from peacemaking to persecution, and in each 
circumstance, Jesus says you are blessed. Jesus promises that, in those places, moments of fear and 
doubt and pain, He will lead you through them and never leave. That’s the relationship God promises 
every single one of us. 

1. Which of the Beatitudes do you feel most drawn to? Which Beatitude is for you the most difficult? 

2. How would you describe a holy person? 

3. Do you have a favorite saint? Why? 
 
Jesus also has an ask in this relationship. He commands us to love God the Father, love our neighbor, 
love all creation. Informed by Scripture and guided by the pope’s encyclical Laudato Si’, we are 
called to be stewards of love, stewards of all God’s gifts. Those gifts include each other. 
 
As Christian stewards, we are called to be caretakers, or managers, of these gifts by using them for 
God’s purposes and priorities. We all have something to contribute to building the Kingdom. We 
come together in ways that are a gift to each other, to our community and to this church.  That’s what 
Better Together means. That’s what we are celebrating in this month of gratitude. 
 

4. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we as Christian stewards need to heed and act on? 

5. Begin to consider Pope Francis teaching on the Common Good [see below] – one scholar of 
Laudato Si’ notes that the pope only uses the word “stewardship” twice.  He prefers the verb “care”. 
Consider the difference between stewarding and caring. 

 
IN THE MONTH OF GRATITUDE:  CLOSE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 

 
1. What are we grateful for?                  2. For whom and for what do we need to pray? 

 



LAUDATO SI CONNECTIONS 

IV. THE PRINCIPLE OF THE COMMON GOOD 

156. An integral ecology is inseparable from the notion of the common good, a central and unifying 
principle of social ethics. The common good is “the sum of those conditions of social life which 
allow social groups and their individual members relatively thorough and ready access to their own 
fulfilment”.[122] 

157. Underlying the principle of the common good is respect for the human person as such, endowed 
with basic and inalienable rights ordered to his or her integral development. It has also to do with the 
overall welfare of society and the development of a variety of intermediate groups, applying the 
principle of subsidiarity. Outstanding among those groups is the family, as the basic cell of society. 
Finally, the common good calls for social peace, the stability and security provided by a certain order 
which cannot be achieved without particular concern for distributive justice; whenever this is 
violated, violence always ensues. Society as a whole, and the state in particular, are obliged to defend 
and promote the common good. 

158. In the present condition of global society, where injustices abound and growing numbers of 
people are deprived of basic human rights and considered expendable, the principle of the common 
good immediately becomes, logically and inevitably, a summons to solidarity and a preferential 
option for the poorest of our brothers and sisters. This option entails recognizing the implications of 
the universal destination of the world’s goods, but, as I mentioned in the Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium,[123] it demands before all else an appreciation of the immense 
dignity of the poor in the light of our deepest convictions as believers. We need only look around us 
to see that, today, this option is in fact an ethical imperative essential for effectively attaining the 
common good. 

 

 
208. We are always capable of going out of ourselves towards the other. Unless we do this, other 
creatures will not be recognized for their true worth; we are unconcerned about caring for things for 
the sake of others; we fail to set limits on ourselves in order to avoid the suffering of others or the 
deterioration of our surroundings. Disinterested concern for others, and the rejection of every form of 
self-centeredness and self-absorption, are essential if we truly wish to care for our brothers and 
sisters and for the natural environment. These attitudes also attune us to the moral imperative of 
assessing the impact of our every action and personal decision on the world around us. If we can 
overcome individualism, we will truly be able to develop a different lifestyle and bring about 
significant changes in society. 
 
 
 


